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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurCompelling Conversations is perfect for conversation clubs, private tutors, and 
conversation courses!This innovative English as a Second Language (ESL) textbook helps advanced English 

Language Learners develop conversation skills and improve fluency by sharing experiences, reflecting on 
their lives, and discussing proverbs and quotations. The ESL book includes 45 thematic chapters, over 1,350 
questions, 500 vocabulary words, 250 proverbs and American idioms, and 500 quotations. Designed for both 
adult education and intensive English language students, the conversations deepen critical thinking skills and 

speaking skills essential to success in community college and university programs. Compelling 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B001L5U332


Conversations has been used in classrooms in over 40 countries, is recommended by English Teaching 
Professional magazine, and enjoyed by thousands of English students.About the authorsEric H Roth teaches 
international students the pleasures of writing and public speaking in English at the University of Southern 

California. He has also taught various ESL courses at Santa Monica College, UCLA Extension, and Cal 
State-Long Beach. Roth also taught university students in France and Spain and directed the summer 

program at APU International High School in Vietnam.Toni Aberson taught English and supervised English 
teachers for 35 years, and believes that a lively classroom is the optimal learning environment.User 
reviewsCompelling Conversations' topics are timely, meaningful, and presented in such a way as to 

stimulate immediate class participation. Marc Yablonka, Author ESL Teacher, LAUSD Adult EducationThe 
students I tutor are well-educated adults, reich in culture and experiences. This book allows them to produce 
natural conversations using what is most intimate to them: their lives and their culture. Patricia Schulze, ESL 

TutorBook reviewsEnglish Teaching Professional, January 2009 :Compelling Conversations is a 
recommended resource for teachers who want to make their conversation classes more learner-centered. It 

should be especially appealing to those who wish to escape the confines of the Presentation-Practice-
Production approach and do without a formal grammatical or functional syllabus. It reflects the authors' 

considerable professional experience, and would be a notable addition to any English teacher's bookshelf. - 
Hall Houston :This outstanding resource (Compelling Conversations) allows teachers to confidently walk 
into an advanced ESL classroom with self-contained, engaging conversation lessons... I wish I would have 

had that book in my old adult/university classes. A great book for adult education teachers, university 
instructors, and private tutors!" - Eric BuschSanta Monica Daily Press, 1/16/2009 :Have you been looking 
for a good ESL manual? If you have, I think Compelling Conversations is one to consider. ...This manual 
will go best with the advanced ESL student or even at coffee shop conversation clubs. It will bring about 

authentic, not stilted communication, which should be the purpose of an ESL course. It is easier for a person 
to learn a language through conversation rather than by a given list of vocabulary words. That is what makes 

this a welcome addition to the material which can be used for the immigrant who must learn English to 
advance in the world. - Dane Robert SwansonPrsentation de l'diteurCompelling Conversations is perfect for 
conversation clubs, private tutors, and conversation courses!This innovative English as a Second Language 

(ESL) textbook helps advanced English Language Learners develop conversation skills and improve fluency 
by sharing experiences, reflecting on their lives, and discussing proverbs and quotations. The ESL book 
includes 45 thematic chapters, over 1,350 questions, 500 vocabulary words, 250 proverbs and American 

idioms, and 500 quotations. Designed for both adult education and intensive English language students, the 
conversations deepen critical thinking skills and speaking skills essential to success in community college 
and university programs. Compelling Conversations has been used in classrooms in over 40 countries, is 

recommended by English Teaching Professional magazine, and enjoyed by thousands of English 
students.About the authorsEric H Roth teaches international students the pleasures of writing and public 
speaking in English at the University of Southern California. He has also taught various ESL courses at 

Santa Monica College, UCLA Extension, and Cal State-Long Beach. Roth also taught university students in 
France and Spain and directed the summer program at APU International High School in Vietnam.Toni 

Aberson taught English and supervised English teachers for 35 years, and believes that a lively classroom is 
the optimal learning environment.User reviewsCompelling Conversations' topics are timely, meaningful, and 
presented in such a way as to stimulate immediate class participation. Marc Yablonka, Author ESL Teacher, 
LAUSD Adult EducationThe students I tutor are well-educated adults, reich in culture and experiences. This 
book allows them to produce natural conversations using what is most intimate to them: their lives and their 
culture. Patricia Schulze, ESL TutorBook reviewsEnglish Teaching Professional, January 2009 :Compelling 

Conversations is a recommended resource for teachers who want to make their conversation classes more 
learner-centered. It should be especially appealing to those who wish to escape the confines of the 

Presentation-Practice-Production approach and do without a formal grammatical or functional syllabus. It 
reflects the authors' considerable professional experience, and would be a notable addition to any English 

teacher's bookshelf. - Hall Houston :This outstanding resource (Compelling Conversations) allows teachers 
to confidently walk into an advanced ESL classroom with self-contained, engaging conversation lessons... I 

wish I would have had that book in my old adult/university classes. A great book for adult education 
teachers, university instructors, and private tutors!" - Eric BuschSanta Monica Daily Press, 1/16/2009 :Have 
you been looking for a good ESL manual? If you have, I think Compelling Conversations is one to consider. 
...This manual will go best with the advanced ESL student or even at coffee shop conversation clubs. It will 



bring about authentic, not stilted communication, which should be the purpose of an ESL course. It is easier 
for a person to learn a language through conversation rather than by a given list of vocabulary words. That is 

what makes this a welcome addition to the material which can be used for the immigrant who must learn 
English to advance in the world. - Dane Robert SwansonBiographie de l'auteurEric H. Roth teaches 

international graduate students the pleasures and perils of academic writing and public speaking in English 
at the University of Southern California (USC) as a Master Lecturer. He also advises the USC American 
Language Institute Conversation Group program, consults English language schools on communicative 

methods, and regularly presentations at CATESOL conferences, and TESOL conventions. Since 1992, Roth 
has taught English to high school, community college, adult, and university students. Career highlights 

include: teaching the first Saturday morning citizenship class in Santa Monica (1994); directing the CES 
Adult Education Center (1995-1998); working with international students in summer IEP programs at 

UCLA Extension (1997-2000, 2003-2005); teaching advanced writing skills to USC engineering students in 
Madrid, Spain (2007) and Paris, France (2008); and directing the APU International High School in Ho Chi 

Minh City, Vietnam (2009). Roth is also the co-author of Compelling Conversations: Questions and 
Quotations on Timeless Topics, an advanced ESL textbook used in over 50 countries. Easy English Times, 
an adult literacy newspaper, has published a monthly column "Instant Conversation Activities" based on the 

book since 2008. Compelling American Conversations for Intermediate American English Language 
Learners (2012) is the third book in the fluency focused ESL series. A member of the USC faculty since 

2003, Roth is a member of numerous professional Organizations including: California Association of 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (CATESOL); the International Communication 

Association (ICA); the International Professors Project (IPP); and Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages (TESOL). Roth has given two USC Faculty Forum presentations on teaching with technology, 

joined international TESOL panels of English teachers, and led many teacher training workshops in 
California and Vietnam. Co-author Toni Aberson taught English to adult, university, and high school 
students for 35 years in a long, satisfying career. She holds two M.A. degrees (English, Comparative 

Religions). Now retired, Aberson supervised English teachers for 15 years as chair of the Manuel High 
School English Department. She believes that a lively classroom is the optimal learning environment. In 

2012, Aberson authored Its a Breeze: 42 Lively English Lessons on American Idioms, an intermediate ESL 
textbook for adult education students. 


